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clifferencc accounts for the leaves of Amykicarpa usually appearing 
acute at the apex, whereas those of Sfrophontulrn appear ohtust* or 
only acutish.— Julian A. Steyeumahk, Field Museum of Natural 
History, Chicago, Illinois. 


Sri{iN(i Floha of Missouiu. —In his new “kSpring Flora of Mis.<ouri," ’ 
which treal.s sonu* fourteen hundred flow(‘ring i)Iants in blossom l>y 
June first. Dr. Julian A. Steyernuirk has brilliantly succeeded in com¬ 
bining simplified terminology with precise scienfilic acc.uracy .and ;m- 
thoritativeness. Though he dismis.''('s the (Jramineae, Cypcraceae and 
Juncaceae with brief mention, Dr. Steyermark jjoints out th.at, tlu'se 
groups of i)lants are to form the basis of a future publication devoted 
exclusivelv to them. 

V 

Written ]).articularly for all persons interested in flowering i)Iants, tin' 
book is well i)rinted, with lew typogr.apineal errors, on an (‘xcellent 
grade of pai)er and is liound in .a durable buckr.am. Though designed 
to include the sjiring flor.a of lu'iehboring st.'ites, as well as of .Mi.'^souri, 
its use would .■^('(>m to be restricted prim.arily to the l:itter, ('sp('cially 
since distribution data for e.ach speci('s are givc'U for Missouri ;don('. 
From ;i teacher’s j)oint of view, tin' utility of the book would have Ix'C'u 
further enhanced bv brief mention, if onlv bv nu'.'ins of :d>br(‘via(ions, 
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of the North American range of each species. Along with the conci.'^e, 

non-technical descriptions of e;ich sjx'cies, Dr. 8t('y('rmark h.as occa- 

sion.'dly included information regarding poi.sonous pro|)erti('s, and, in 

the ca.se of dermatitis cau.sed bv Poison Ivv, he has ('ven sugg<‘sted de- 

taileil remedies. Such added notes serve to make the book of greater 

v.'due and intc'U'st to the l.'ivman. 

% 

The non-technical kc'vs to such dillicult f.amili('s of pl.ants as tin* 
I’lnbelliferae, wherein de])endence u])on nniture fruit-chanicteristics has 
b('en heretofon* an almost universal practice, are constructed upon 
simpler l)ut, j)erha])s, as e(iually accurate leaf- and in(lon'.sc<'nce-char- 
.'icters. Whenever it ha.s been necessarv to u.'^e a convenient technical 
term, an accompanying diagnun often .serves to make the meaning 
clear. Fvirthermore, a short glossary of the relatively few scientific 
terms employetl is providetl at the back of the book. Adjac(‘nl to tin* 
glossary of terms there is an interesting list of “haiglish Meanings of 
Scientific Species Names,” a feature which, for the .‘iver.ige l.iyman or 
college student, should add much to an underst.-mding of taxonomic 
nomenclature, especially since a knowledge of Latin .'ind Cire('k is no 
longer a foundation-stone of ('ducation. Besides the diagrams illustnit- 
ing technical terms, the k(‘ys are replete with line-drawings which .add 
significantly to the general usage of the book. 

A]iparently as a result of employing .several .'trtists for illustrating 
the book, there is a pronounced lack of uniformity in styles of dr:iw- 
ing. For ('.xample, on Plate 100, jiage. .305, Viola cucuUatn is drawn 

^ Stevkrm.\kk, .1. A. Sprif/ff Flora of Missouri, vii. and 582 pp. Pul)Iisln‘(l by the Missouri 
Hotanieal Garden (St. Louis) and the Field Museum of Natural History (C’hieago)- 
up and luinted hy the Ovid JU*11 Press, Fulton, Mo. 1940. 
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with hcnvily shaded leaves, whereas th(‘ adjacent illustrations, as of the 
leaves of V. papilionnceo, arc represented (except for veins) in(*rely in 
outline; or, on Plate 188, page 480, the illustration ot l^cnstenioii ('o- 
baeiis ((ip;. 3) is heavily shaded, when'as the other si)ecies tip;tired on 
the i)agc are not. IMatcs 21 (p. 05), 22 (p. 07) and 23 (p. 00), mainly 
of the Orchidaceae, appear to be done uniformly with heavy shading, 
but many of the plates of other familie.s are figun'd by more simple, 
outliiK' drawings. Yet such variation in style of ilhistration is not a 
serious fault, for it scarcely detracts from the higli level of excellence 
of the ('litire work. 

DilTen'iices of opinion may well arise with respect to I)r. Steyer- 
mark’s ta.xonomic trc'atment of such plants as Erpthronium (ilhuhnn 
and E. niesochorcum which, liy him, are maintained as distinct species. 
Yet Dr. H. W. Rickett' has clearly shown that, at least for certain 
regions in Mi.'<souri, the spi^itic distinctions between the two “sjK'cies" 
of Eifithroniiim definiti'ly break down, !<o that E. mt’norliorcKnt is more 
logically to be con.sidered a variant (“ecotyiie”) of E. albidutn. 

On the whole, however, the ‘‘Spring Pdora of Mi.'^.'^ouri” is carefully 
and critically done, so (hat it should find wide and ('iithusiastic re- 
(•('ption at the hands of all tliose amateurs and jirob'i^i'ionals alike, who 
enjoy b('coming ac(]uainted with the rich nativi' flora of Mi.'^.'^ouri. In- 
(U'ed, this book may well jiave the way for more compreh('nsive state 
or regional manuals, written in a less technical fashion than has Ix'en 
adhered to heretofore, without a loss of .'Scientific accuraev.— Wii.li.am 
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B. Duew, University of .Mi.ssouri, Columliia, Mo. 
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